Anticancer effects of human amniotic membrane and its epithelial cells.
Anticancer property of the amniotic membrane, the innermost layer of fetal membrane, was previously hypothesized. The recent reports confirmed the published hypotheses and developed new hypotheses in this context. Based on some evidences, it is hypothesized that inducing of apoptosis in cancer cells is originated from amniotic epithelial cells and cancer cell cycle arrest arises from amniotic mesenchymal cells. We also hypothesized here that apoptosis and cell cycle arrest in cancer cells induced by amniotic membrane arise from release of soluble factors from amniotic cells.